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The following are excerpts from an Article written for the Washington Times Herald 

by Louis Kavanaugh Jr. in the April of 2014. 
 

Barr-Reeve Now Has Four Mental Attitude Awards Winners: Barr-Reeve had some 
amazing success in Sports and Academics in the last few years and this spring another 
honor was bestowed on the school.  This time it was the selection of Micah Bullock as the 
2013 Class 1A Arthur L. Trester Award for Mental Attitude at the State Basketball Finals 
on March 29.  Micah becomes the 4th Barr-Reeve Student to receive this special award.  
Earlier this school year in the fall of 2013 Micah’s first cousin Jenna Knepp also won the 
Mental Attitude Award as Barr-Reeve Lady Vikings won the Class 1A Volleyball State 
Championship.  In the Spring of 2010 Micah’s 2nd Cousin Christian Duncheon also won 
the Tresler Award in the Class 1A State Championship Basketball Title Game when the 
Vikings played Bowman Academy. The other Mental Attitude Award winner goes back a 
few years as Kristi “Kavanaugh” Griffin won the Award.  It was the first ever run to the 
state by a Barr-Reeve Volleyball team as the Lady Vikings played Clinton Prairie for the 
Class 1A State Volleyball Championship in the fall of 1998.  There are not too many 
schools that can say they have four Mental Attitude Award Winners and it happens to have 
that right here in our community.  On a recent weekend all four recipients were home for 

Kristi “Kavanaugh” Griffin Receives Mental Attitude Award 
Fall of 1998 at Class 1A State Finals 
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the weekend and we sat down with each one to talk about what they are doing now and 
what this award means to them.   
 
Kristi “Kavanaugh” Griffin was the first athlete from Barr-Reeve to win the Mental 
Attitude Award and it happened in the fall of 1998 on Barr-Reeve’s first trip to the State 
Finals in Girls Volleyball.  Barr-Reeve lost to Clinton Prairie in that Class 1A State 
Finals in one of the last events held in the old Market Square Arena.  Kristi remembers 
when they called her name she was still emotionally drained from the match and it was 
hard to comprehend that she really had won the Mental Attitude Award.  Kavanaugh 
recalls “I remember they were calling for my Parents to come down on the floor and 
Mom and Dad were way up in the stands and it took a while for them to get down to the 
floor.  I think we were all surprised that I had won.”  Kristi graduated from Barr-Reeve 
as a valedictorian in her class of 1999 and graduated from the University of Southern 
Indiana summa cum laude in 2004 after playing all four years as a starter on the 
Volleyball team and then coaching for a year before graduating from USI. “In our first 
year we were 12-13 but in our sophomore we were 27-4 and continued to improve each 
year and we were the first team in the history of USI to win the Conference Tournament 
and represented the School in post season.  Many of the girls on that team are now 
coaching in the college ranks.  After college, I started coaching at Jacksonville State in 
Jacksonville Alabama and there we won the school’s first ever conference title and 
advanced to the DI NCAA tournament.”  After 4 years at JSU Kristi took some time off,  
married Justin Griffin and then got out of coaching to get closer to home.  Then an 
opportunity arose at Western Kentucky University where she is currently the assistant 
volleyball coach at a top 25 Division I program.  “It is within a few hours of both our 
parents and now that I have a son Jaxon David it is nice to be close to both of our 
families.  I still have fond memories of that year when I won this award and I do keep in 
touch on how Barr-Reeve is doing.”  
 
Over the years Barr-Reeve continues to have outstanding success in the classroom and 
on the Court.  These young men and women continue to represent the school and the 
community in a very positive way.  Even though the Barr-Reeve Teams may not come 
home from the State with the ultimate prize they have given it the best their best shot 
and that is all we can ask of these kids.  They certainly have made the community proud 
of their efforts  
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Left: Kristi Kavanaugh Wins Mental Attitude 
Award at the State Volleyball Championship 
game in October of 1998 

Above: Kurt Behme Receives Citation for Saving 
Life of Young Girl – Feb. 22, 2009 
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Megan’s Story 
 
On January 29, 1986 Sheri Kavanaugh gave birth to a little girl at the Daviess County Hospital when 
she was a Senior in High School.  The Father of that Child was Kurt Behme of Washington.  Sheri was 
a senior at Barr-Reeve High School at the time and Kurt has just graduated from Washington Catholic 
High School in 1984.  Sheri and Kurt chose adoption for their little girl who was adopted by Bill and 
Lois Martin of Evansville.  It was a closed adoption and Catholic Charities handled the adoption.  
 
Sheri and her boyfriend Kurt Behme chose adoption and that was a tough decision for both the two 
kids to make.  It was also hard on their parents as well.  Sheri went on to college and later graduated 
with a degree in computer engineering from University of Evansville.  After her junior year in college 
Sheri married Kurt Behme on May 6, 1989 who was a firefighter in Crawfordsville, Indiana,  Kurt also 
worked as a firefighter in the cities of Vincennes and Washington but then settled in as a firefighter for 
the City of Evansville in 2003.   
 
Sheri Kavanaugh married Kurt Behme and they had two other children, Alex and Anne. They lived 
like any other family until 2007 when Sheri filed with the Dept. of Health so that if the adoptive child 
wanted to find them, she would be given that opportunity to make that connection. There was no 
contact between the biological parents or the adopted child or the adoptive parents until March of 
2007. In Feburary of 2007 Sheri filed the necessary paper work with the Indiana Dept. of Health so 
that if the adoptive child wished to contact them, she would be given that opportunity.  Megan also had 
to file with the Dept. of Health but both families had to wait until the child was age 21 years of age.  
The Adoptive child’s name was Megan “Martin” Wathen who was now married and had one child of 
her own. 
 
Well it happened in March of 2007 that Megan “Martin” Wathen received the letter she had been 
waiting for from the State of Indiana and it contained the contact information for her Birth Mother and 
her Birth Father. 
 
On a Sunday afternoon in early March of 2007 the phone rang at Sheri and Kurt’s house and it was 
Megan.  During that first phone call Sheri and Megan talked for two and a half hours trying to catch up 
on the pass history.  Megan not only found her biological mother but she also found her biological 
father as well. Megan also found out she had a blood bother (Alex) and a sister (Anne). Sheri 
“Kavanaugh” Behme had lost a baby in 2006 when Sheri was 4 months along.   Within days Sheri and 
Kurt’s Parents were called to Evansville and given the news that Megan had now been found.  They 
were ecstatic as well after all the years of wondering.  
 
The following weekend in March of 2007 Sheri and Kurt got to meet Megan and her husband.  It was a 
day that both Sheri and Kurt and Megan have been waiting for many years.  Megan choose that day to 
spring the news that she was expecting her second child! 
 
Within the next few weeks Megan met her Birth Grand Parents and her birth Great Grand Mother.  
Many Pictures were taken during these meetings.  Those meetings were followed up with a Megan 
introducing her adoptive parents to her Birth parents family and that took place in an Evansville 
Restaurant May 5, 2007.  Within three months after that first meeting Megan’s Great Grandmother 
Catherine Kavanaugh passed away on June 19, 2007.   
 
As the saying goes the rest is history.  Both families continue to meet for birthdays, First Communions 
and other special events as the families grow closer.   Megan and Andy Wathen have added three 
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daughters Katelyn, Kinley and Khloe to their family. Please see the following articles that appeared in 
area newspapers nearly 6 years after the initial reunion. 
 
 
  Below: The Following Newspaper Articles were written several years after the Reunion 

of the Adoptive Child Megan and her Birth Parents.  The first article is from the 
Catholic Newspaper in Evansville “The Message” and the second article is from the 
Evansville Courier.  These stories were written in the summer of 2013 over six years 
after the Reunion. 
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Below: The following Article appeared in the Evansville Courier on the Story of 
Megan’s Adoption in July 11 of 2013 
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Above: Five Generations in This Picture.  This 
picture was taken in March of 2007 just a few months 
before Mom passed away.  It was the first time that 
we met Megan and her family.  Pictured here is  Mom 
(Catherine  “McCauley”  Kavanaugh sitting in the 
chair, in back (L-R) is her son Louis Jr. , his daughter 
Sheri “Kavanaugh” Behme, Sheri’s Daughter, 
Megan “Martin” Wathen and Megan is holding her 
son Kylan.  It was the only time that five Generation 
were present together in our family. 
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Left: The article  on the Award given to 
Sheri  “Kavanaugh” Behme for her quick 
response when her husband Kurt had a 
stroke in October of 2003 that saved his life. 
The Award was presented in February of 
2004. 
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Left: shown here is Debbie “Kavanaugh” Anderson 
as she receives this special award from Senator 
Richard Lugar.  Debbie is the daughter of Albert 
Kavanaugh of Montgomery and Joan Kavanaugh of 
Phoenix Az.  Debbie graduated from Barr-Reeve 
High School in 1983 and then graduated from 
Indiana University with her BS in 1987 and her MS 
in 1995.  Debbie says that she visited with Senator 
Lugar after the luncheon since they could not go to 
the White House to visit with Bill and Hillary Clinton.  
 

 The ceremony started on April 25, 1995 (7 days after 
the Oklahoma City bombing).  President Clinton had 
to deal with that instead of meeting us. The awardees 
and their significant other or guest were wined and 
dined to the max for 5 days in D.C.  One other 
memorable event was meeting with Bill Nye, the 
Science Guy, the keynote for the dinner at the plush 
State Department Ballroom.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: Pictured here is Debbie 
“Kavanaugh” Anderson (Center) as 
she receives the Adjunct Faculty 
Award for Excellence in Instruction.  
Debbie was the Recipient for the 
Bloomington Region and the award was 
presented in April, 2016.  Shown here is 
(L-R) Thomas Snyder, Ivy Tech 
Community College President Emeritus 
- Retired July 2017, and on Debbie’s 
right is Jennie Vaughan - Current Ivy 
Tech CC - Bloomington Chancellor 
 

Left: Introducing the Adjunct Faculty Award for 
Excellence in Instruction Recipient for the 
Bloomington Region, Deborah Anderson 
 

The following is Debbie “Kavanaugh” Anderson’s 
philosophy for her work in the classroom.  IN HER 
OWN WORDS...My philosophy of teaching has 
developed from my belief that learning is a life-long 
process. Playing the role of “teacher” as I played 
“school” with my younger brother and cousins was my 
initial experience modeling the role of a teacher. 
 

“I mimicked the role I observed my parents perform 
with students in their classrooms at the primary and 
high school levels. I saw the patience they displayed as 
they worked with students after school. In the summer, 
they completed graduate degrees to increase their 
knowledge and improve their skills. I was inspired by 
their example to follow a similar path. I believe that my 
role as an educator is to inspire learners (both children 
and adults) to pursue knowledge through a variety of 
methods, learn strategies for success, and develop a 
love of learning.” 
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Below: This article appeared in the Indianapolis Star Newspaper on Sunday Oct. 9, 2016, By 
Kyle Neddenriep. This article is about Caroline Kavanaugh, Daughter of Kevin & Barb 
Kavanaugh and Caroline’s brave fight against a brain tumor and how she has been an 
inspiration to anyone who has come in contact with her.  The article was also featured in USA 
Today along with a video and in newspapers across the country.  Caroline’s Dad is Kevin 
Kavanaugh who is the son of Tim & Sue Kavanaugh and the Grandson of Louis & Catherine 
Kavanaugh Sr. 



13 
 

 
  



14 
 

 


	UBarr-Reeve Now Has Four Mental Attitude Awards Winners:U Barr-Reeve had some amazing success in Sports and Academics in the last few years and this spring another honor was bestowed on the school.  This time it was the selection of Micah Bullock as t...

